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The following jetux d\sprity most of which were 
-written for the amusement of finends during a 
journey, may serve to exercise the mind and fancy 
of the reader : but, as it forms no part of the de- 
sign to puzzle him by suspending the solution of 
the riddles longer than he himself chooses, the 
Answers are given in a Key annexed. 



FUNGAR VICE COTI8. 



TTie profits of sale voiU he given to the General Assembly a 
Education Fund. 



:^<^7*/i^^^s^)/^ ^r /^^^i> 
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NoTS.— /n some of the Charades the term Third m used instead 
of Whole to express the two parts combined. 
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ENIGMAS AND CHARADES. 



I. 

Alike in mountain or in cell, 
In country or in town I dwell. 
My lodging may be large or small, 
Or may be nothing but a wall. 
When let alone, reserved and mute 
I shun appearance and dispute, 
And all intruders I defy 
Who would on my recesses pry^ 
For at my voice, as if spell-bound. 
Your steps are rooted to the ground. 
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I choose your place, my word is law, 

And if you pass it, or withdraw, 

I vanish as by magic, till 

You keep your distance and stand still. 

This done, it yet remains with you 

To lead, I only take the cue ; 

This deference I always pay, 

Yours is the time, though mine the way. 

I never speak, as many do, 

Before I have been spoken to : 

But then I follow like a shot. 

And give as good as I have got. 

All tongues I speak, and use in these 

Whatever dialect you please; 

All sounds I utter, deep or shrill, 

A mimic of unequalled skill ; 

Can yelp, and low, and bark, and growl. 

Like pistol crack, like thunder rowl. 

But one idea to obtain 

From me you would expect in vain. 
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For, though my talk is often terse, 
I neither reason nor converse. 
The chief attainment which I reach 
Is great precision in my speech. 
Whatever I have got to say, 
I give it vent without delay ; 
Yet never have been known to make 
In word or letter one mistake ; 
And if I tell what proves untrue. 
The &ult is not in me but you. 
My voice is mher low or high 
As suits d^e place and company. 
And always pitched to answer best 
The tone in which I am addrest. 
Although reserved I keep my post 
Amidst the clamours o£ a host ; 
Whose fire, however sharp or thick, 
Will meet rejoinder just as quick : 
For, be their numbers small or great, 
I never suffer a drfeat. 
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I never weary, never fly, 
And always have the last reply ; 
Remaining when the fight is done. 
Just wh^e it found me when begun. 



II. 
In height and depth, in heaven and hell, 
In ocean and in earth I dwell ; 
The first of each, the last of one. 
And yet I can be found in none. 
Though evil must with me begin, 
I am in error, not in sin. 
The first in enterprise to lead, 
I never fail in strength or speedy 
Yet, always found in bed, and weak, 
I cannot stand alone, or speak. 
The end at once of peace and strife, 
And present both in death and life. 
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My common help to foe and fiiend% 
To silence and to speech I lend ; 
And still an equal place I have 
Both in the cradle and the grave, f 
In short, while time is I shall be, 
And space must terminate with me; 



III. 

I am the weakest thing alive, 

Yet dauntless with the strong I strive ; 

Defenceless and exposed I lie. 

Yet old and young to serve me fly. 

I beat my mother, scorn my sire. 
Would smile though cities were on fire : 
Wrong is to me the same as right, 
I sinned before I saw the light. 
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My past distress afiPects me not, 
I nothing dread my future lot ; 
Whatever I wish to do I dare, 
And leave to others all my care. 

I prize not honours, wealth, or birth. 
Nor greatest glories of the earth ; 
And I, of all on mortal ground. 
Alone am independent found. 

Exempt from envy and from pride. 
All that I want is soon supplied. 
Unmoved by others' weal or woe. 
Without a rival or a foe. 

And by the wisest and the best 
My state has been accounted blest ; 
For Christians most advanced must be 
In many things most like to me. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IV. 

My first and last in dungeon deep 

And desolate their places keep, 

And, though exempt from chain and bar, 

In the extremes of durance are. 

In middle of the air and skies^ 

Centred in bliss, my second lies. 

Yet, never freed from whip and sting. 

Exists in pain and suffering. 

All these my three, first, second, third, 

One short but monitory word, 

Men do in every place and way. 

At every age, and every day. 



V. 

My first can dim the sun^s meridian ray. 

In hardest iron my second eat a way ; 

My third indulged will have their powers combined, 

To cloud the judgment, and corrode the mind. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VI. 

My first your blood in secret draws ; 
My second chokes you in his paws ; 
But though you must beware of either, 
Both may be laughed at when together. 



VII. 

Only some hours I comprehend, 
Only three letters make the word ; 
But if you shorten me a third. 
Then time shall never see my end. 



VIII. 

Of water bom, I upward fly. 
Then faint and perish in the sky. 
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But, though by nature free as light , 
I can be ruled if managed right ; 
And then I give you powerful aid, 
A slave in many labours made, 
And still am turned to greatest use 
The more I bully and refuse. 
I shrink, dilate, compress, expand, 
Obedient to the master'*s hand ; 
Will drive his waggon, turn his mill, 
Or weave, or stamp, or what he will ; 
O^er sea and land will make him speed 
Without a sail, without a steed ; 
And for a thousand toils am fit 
Not by himself discovered yet. 



IX. 

I am a vermin which you hate, 
I am a bulwark of the state. 
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Your life with comforts I supply, 
I light and lead you in the sky. 
In my four letters, well combined, 
These my four meanings you will find. 



X. 

My first, my second, and my third 
Mean the same thing, repeated o^er ; 
And yet, although it seems absurd, 
Each of them, too, means something more. 



XI. 

I am known to the poorest and worst. 
And my worth by a child may be reckoned ; 
Though the least thing in nature is double my first. 
And my whole is but half of my second. 
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XII. 

Although my letters are but three, 
And hateful in one shape to see, 
Without my help the stoutest fleet 
Could neither tide nor battle meet. 
And if again my form you change. 
And skilAilly my letters range. 
In nature I shall ne^er be found. 
Yet here and everywhere abound. 



XIII. 

Read from the left, I shall be found 

A portion of all things that are : 

But change your hand, and turn me round, 

I then am nothing but a snare. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



12 



XIV. 

Before the Sabbath dawned I m^y 

But younger by some hours than man ; 

More of my birth I c;^nnot tell, 
Nor shall my history farther scan. 

For ease and rest to me you turn, 
On me your weight at length is laid ; 

But, though for centuries I should last. 
Still you must have me daily made. 

Most are at pains to deck me well, 
To give me clothes and have me neat ; 

But all the covering which I wear 
Serves only to give others heat. 

The weak I often have restored, 

I sometimes have reduced the strong ; 

Without me none would wish to be. 
Yet all dislike to keep me long. 
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XV. 

In earth aifd air I am not found, 
Yet dwell in clouds and in the ground. 
I am the centre of the sun, 
Years by my help are said to run. 
Extinguish me, and in your sport 
You mar the country and the court ; 
Both squire and duke you would destroy, 
And change a bishop to a boy. 
Hundreds and thousands without me 
Would lose their form, and cease to be. 
Without my aid what would be pure ? 
Triumphant what ? or what endure ? 
What would be dug, or cut, or spun. 
And what concluded or begun ? 
Even truth without me could not stand. 
Justice would perish out of hand. 
Virtue herself would take to wing. 
And nature be a nameless thing. 
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XVI. 

Of brothers twin best known am I, 
Though both are cold and very shy, 
Always at home but never seen, 
However courted we have been ; 
Nor have we since the world began 
Been known to meet, or ever can. 
Many have tried and tried again, 
To find me out, but tried in vain ; 
Whole nations have been bent upon it. 
With all their mind, but have not done it. 
Yet why so great a stir and rout, 
I ne'^er was able to make out ; 
Since all the end of what they try 
Is only how to pass me by. 
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XVII. 

One syllable I am, and bring to mind 

No meaning, or a meaning ill defined ; 

But when curtailed, two syllables I grow, 

And what that means I hope you ne^er shall know. 



XVIII. 

Two syllables I was before, 

And then I shivered or I burned, 
And could not fail to move your pity. 

But when I gained a letter more, 
A monosyllable I turned. 
And you admire me as a city. 
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XIX. 

To quarter of a year, not more, 
Add just two quarters of an houx, 
And, if my ciphering be true, 
The product is exactly you. 



XX. 

My first and second most will find 
Odious to touch, and s»nell, and taste : 
Yet, thrown around the arm and waist, 
Most will admire them when combined. 



XXI. 

My first has not the least pretence 
Either to feeling or to sense. 
But is proverbially dull, 
A thing to beat and hack and pull ; 
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Whose use and greatest merit lies 

In freedom from all sympathies, 

And taking blows, however rude, 

With more than stoic hardihood. 

My second is a contrast quite. 

Has tongue, and ear, and smell, and sight ; 

Can think, reflect, compute, explore. 

Recall the learning got before. 

Or to invention's hmght aspire. 

And kindle with poetic fire ; 

And if to passion it is slow. 

Accustomed less to feel than know. 

Yet here, whatever else remains. 

You look with confidence for brains. 

My whole is sometimes said in game 

To be my first or much the same, 

R^ivmg kicks and much abuse. 

And many names of dunce and goose. 

And oft in colleges and schools 

The scorn perhaps of greater fools. 
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XXII. 

O wretched I, O hapless wight, 
Still to be out, and still forsaken ! 

Who never never can be right. 
And nowhere nowhere ever taken ! 



XXIII. 

My first must always to its place descend. 
My second to its aim must always bend ; 
Of every hue and fleeting is my third, 
Yet fixed and certain as Jehovah^s word. 



XXIV. 

My first affects endurance without end ; 
My second boasts still £irther to extend ; 
But in my whole this last pretence is o''er, 
And I return to what I was before. 
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XXV. 

My first can be surpassed by none, 
My second yields to every one ; 
My whole, whoever may contest, 
Is always uppermost and best. 



XXVI. 

I rise and leave this ball behind, 
And upward to the clouds aspire ; 
And, if my road should be confined, 
I mount the swifter and the higher. 

No sound I have by which your ear 
My presence or approach can tell, 
But am, wherever I appear, 
ftovoking both to sight and smell. 
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I may be forced, through bore and hole. 
Downward, against my own consent ; 
But he will best my power control, 
Who gives me liberty and vent. 

I have been led into the earth, . 
I have been to the deep decoyed, 
I have been strangled at my birth. 
And by my parent'^s hands destroyed. 

But think not all my paths to bar 
Above you, round you and beneath. 
Or I will seize you unaware. 
Put out your eyes, and stop your breath. 



xxvn. 
A title common both to queen and dame, 
Alike from left or right I read the same. 
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XXVIII. 

The first of me is last of all beside, 

My second smaller than the smallest thing ; 

My whole defies alike all time and tide, 

And owns no winter, though it boasts no spring. 



XXIX, 

Half of a bird that chattering flies 
Across the wood is half of me ; 
My other half your food supplies, 
Though daily cast into the sea. 

A wondrous power pervades my whole. 
And shewn to stretch from pole to pole. 
In which the sailor finds a guide 
To lead him through the starless void. 
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XXX. 

Whether you question or reply, 
My first does nothing but deny. 
My second you employ with ease, 
A general name for what you please. 
But how shall I describe my third, 
Or you believe the tale when heard. 
Where all is monstrous strange and new. 
And greatest falsehoods become true ? 
In which all contrasts are complete, 
And greatest opposites will meet ? 
For I exist and I was made 
Without Almighty power or aid ; 
The omnipresent arm I fly. 
And hide from the omniscient eye. 
The boldest are afraid of me, 
The deafest hear me, blindest see ; 
For me the captive slave will sigh 
More than for home and liberty : 
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More restless than the winte 

I yet am stiller than the gra 

Shunned more than death h] 

^ By Christians hated worse tl 

^* And am, when rightly unde: 

^^ ^ Too pure, too innocent, too | 

raaag^ ""^ xxxi. 

►eco^^a^ Two helpless twins, in whon 

> cott^P ^ ^ For language and for sense i 

j^Xl 13^^ ■ Compose my third ; and the 

^2J^ But it is only to complain. 

iflr, 

ijliiidest se^ ' My first and second are the 

Iflve 'W^ ^'^^ ^'*® ^°*'> ^^ substance and i 
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You all dislike and fly their touch ; 
Some hate their smell, hut not so much. 
They spring alike from mine or tree, 
And serve you hy the land and sea. 
But in my third they issue forth 
Whole tribes and nations of the earth. 
And now they roam unfixed and far, 
In quest of rapine and of war ; 
Not easy to be won when wooed, 
Hard to be taken when pursued ; 
And, so the proverb long has taught. 
More to be dreaded still when caught. 



XXXIII. 

Fm neither short nor long ; two sides I own, 
But have no right or left, no up or down ; 
To be without beginning I pretend. 
And nowhere but in Dublin have an end. 
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XXXIV. 

In nature I resemble horn, 

And those who wear me I adorn. 

Some cut and pare and keep me low. 

By others I am left to grow. 

I daily, too, am forged by man. 

And serve him every way I can ; 

Submit to violence and heat. 

Am driven, and screwed, and drawn, and beat ; 

And soonest go where I am bid 

When fairly knocked upon the head. 

Then fast I hold and keep my place, 

And either serve for use or grace ; 

Since scarce a fabric can be made, 

Or long upheld, without my aid. 
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XXXV. 

My first isibrmal and precise, 

My second has been called a queen ; 

My third, a simple fiowret, lies 
Upon the mead, and scarcely seen. 



XXXVI. 

My first is drawn from mine and pit. 
My second drops from plant and tree ; 
My whole, distilled by ancient wit, 
Remains still extant in Chaldee. 



XXXVII. 

My first is everywhere a sorry dog, 

My second is a sorry Scottish town ; 

You draw them both at night to make you snug. 

Without them you are cold though laid in down. 
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XXXVIII. 

My number, definite and known. 
Is ten times ten told ten times o^er ; 
Though half of me is one alone, 
And half exceeds all count and score. 



xxxix. 
My first and second both abound, 
Much valued in the British sea ; 
Nor many orchard-firuits are found 
In England better known than we. 



XL. 

A favourite and a dwarf I am, 

As often laughed at as carest ; 

A mongrel thing, half dog, half lamb. 

Whose life consists in being drest. 
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XLI. 

The end of all things, often thought the worst, 

Yet not without a promise of the first. 

The latest to depart or to arrive. 

While others pass and fade I stay and Uve ; 

I measured every shoe and boot you see ; 

Ten thousand just suffice to measure me. 



XLII. 

My first, though from a savage race. 
Is tamest of the household breed, 
Herself an amateur in chase. 
But oft to feller sport decreed. 

My second, it is fit that less 
Be said about. My whole has been 
Not seldom on the female dress, 
And always on a violin. 
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XLIU. 

Not room but loss of room by me is got ; 
Yet you will have no room where I am not ; 
To give you comfort is my end and plan, 
In cold to shelter you, in beat to fan. 
I am at once a thorongb&re and screen, 
And in all families act as go-between. 
On other strength I still depend and hinge, 
But, though I shut and open, never cringe : 
My common size is seven feet high by three. 
Yet all mankind pass and repass by me. 



XLIV. 

My first an Indian realm denotes, 
My second what they live upon ; 
My whole a sordid vice which dotes 
On dust, and clings to earth alone. 
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XLV. 

My first in torrid clime has birth, 

And helps both rich and homely feast ; 

My next, the general fruit of earth. 
Supports the life of man and beast. 

Perhaps my whole might weigh a grain, 
A pin^s worth is perhaps its cost ; 

Yet many their estates retain 

For payment of that price at most. 



XL VI. 

My first so very social is 

That it was never seen alone ; 

My second, a domestic quiz, 
To be abroad was never known : 

My whole defies the sharpest scout. 

And sharpest wit to find him out. 
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XLVII* 

My first professes to be always last, 
My next affects to be by all surpast ; 
But in my third all this pretence is oVr, 
For then no limit I confess or shore. 



XLVIII. 

Were ever seen such modes of loss and gain ? 
A will so wayward, or so strange a doom ? 
The more I get the smaller I become ; 
The more I lose the larger I remain. 



XLIX. 

A strange amphibious thing am I, 
Who creep and perch and swim and fly ; 
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All fat and fin, and breathing wholly 
A deep and tender melancholy ! 
Who with my soup and song allure 
The lover and the epicure, 
And please whatever I am doing. 
Either in cooking or in cooing. 



L. 

My first continues either fixed, 
Or swiftly at your bidding flies ; 
A hundred years compose my next, 
Which yet to every time applies. 

My whole is called for by my first, 
A trifling debt, from day to day ; 
And one' which those who like us worst 
Are least in use to make us pay. 
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LT. 

Upon my first my second sits, 
With or without a pole ; 
But if to bear it he submits, 
He then becomes my whole. 



LII. 

I am a sail, and anchor both, 
Am linen, paper, pasteboard, cloth. 
Copper and iron, tin and lead ; 
I may be written, printed, read. 
You seek for rest and quiet in me ; 
I help to waft you o'er the sea ; 
And may be said to bear your hand 
And heart to the remotest land. 
If cold and boisterous be the night. 
You draw me close, and hold me tight : 
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But if at sea the storm should blow, 
You then are glad to let me go. 
Culprits once stood, as books agree, 
For penance and reproof in me. 
I for correction now am found 
By imps and devils carried round. 



LIII. 

My first comes down a g^itle shower 
And still ; my second much the same : 
My third grows up a modest flower, 
Of maiden hue, though wintry name. 



LIV. 

Prima, Seconda, Tutta nega 
Tutto cio che altri prega. 
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LV. 

My first is yielded by the flood, 
My second from the mine you take ; 
My whole is produce of the wood, 
Which fire and fire alone will make ; 
And which, though never used as food, 
Will keep it first, and after bake. 



LVT. 

I am a cat and half a kitten. 

First drawn, then hung, and hung, while sitting. 

I'^m half a cat, and half a fiddle. 

And end, when perfect, in the middle. 
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LVII. 

My first is done by some that drink, 
My second used by those who fly ; 
My whole frequents the water's brink, 
And flits between the earth and sky. 



LVIII. 

Without me day would be as night, 
And night be equal to the day. 
From right to left, or left to right, 
I read the same in either way. 



LIX. 

I wash an old and frontier town. 

Whose wall has streamed with loyal blood. 
And boasts a Roman fame. 
Westward my tide is carried down, 
A gentle but majestic flood. 
And paradise my name. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



37 



LX. 

Though somewhat rough and harsh my sound, 
Yet I am smooth and polished much : 

I may be oval, square, or round. 
But made to look at, not to touch. 

I have no faculty to see, 

No power of vision I have got ; 
Yet many things are seen by me. 

And some which otherwise would not. 

No mind or memory I can boast ; 

I have no talent to invent ; 
And yet, in speculation lost. 

My days are in reflection spent. 

I yield to force, but not to art, 

No flattery can my favour win ; 
I tell the truth and play my part 

Whatever yrame I may be in. 
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I only ask you for a place. 

And not to scratch me or to crack, 
To keep me dry, and wipe my face, 

And save the coat upon my hack. 

Yet they who tSte-a-tSte with me 
Much time are daily used to spend, 

A favourite may expect to see 
Much oftener than a real friend. 



LXI. 

Filthy and fierce on offals we regale. 

We prowl in sinks and in the dunghills pry ; 

But turn us rbund, and hold us by the tail. 
Then we are pure, and sparkle in the sky. 
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LXII. 

I am prepared either to scold or lie, 
According to the end you take me by. 



LXIIJ. 

One syllable only whose letters are four, . 
I always mean two, and can never mean more ; 
But my second and first are so jumbled in one. 
You must take them together or let them alone. 



LXIV. 

I am of ancient race renovmed, 

I read in either way the same. 
Four letters in the word are found, 

Yet more than two you cannot name. 
Of all degrees, and every state. 

And time and country, I have been. 
Upon a throne have often sate. 

And once was greater than a queen. 
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LXV. 

My first is always going up. 
My second always round about. 
An hour before you dine or sup, 
We make a bustle and a rout. 



LXVI. 

A surfeit first, and then two thousand weight, 
Make up my whole, a thing to scorn and hate. 

LXVII. 

Mon premier k mon tout repond, 
Chaque femme a ^te mon second. 



LXVIII. 

My first exerts resistless sway. 
My next is feminine and young ; 
My third will feeble hands obey. 
Yet move the pondrous and the strong. 
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LXIX. 

Within my first once dwelt all human kind, 
My next to all things humble is allied ; 
My third becomes a town where you may find 
Some starving fishermen and nought beside. 



LXX. 

My first a humble carriage is and low, 

My second never was or can be high ; 

But when combined a noted town they shew, 

Where Barrow swells, and vaunting Jesuits lie. 



LXXI. 

Two vowels doubled make my name, 
Forward and back I am the same. 
I feed you, and you take my coat; 
I clothe you, and you cut my throat. 
If sound were all, there would not be 
A diflPerence between you and me. 
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LXXII. 

A dirty slattern I am found. 
And care not how or where I shew it ; 
But, if you fairly turn me round, 
I grow refined and am a poet. 



LXXIII. 

My first, which horses learn by art, 
They practise on the road or heath ; 

My second is the i^xton^s part. 
And he performs it underneath. 

My whole, in Kent though it be found, 

Has half of England in its bound. 



LXXIV. 

A gentle treatment I obey. 
And gently follow or give way ; 
But if you turn me badk, then I 
Would make the stoutest turn and fly. 

12 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



43 



LXXV. 

My first is where the savage lies, 
The arrow at my second flies. 
I dwell in seas, and belted round, 
My strength is chiefly in my Sound. 



LXXVI. 

My first a fragrant garden-flower. 
My second is a forest-tree ; 

My whole a seat of northern power, 
Environed by an inland sea. 



LXXVII* 

An island on the British coast, 

Yet British only half, 
The name of human kind I boast, 

But finish in a calf. 
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Allowed long time the law to Brave, 
Subjects my sovereigns were ; 

My cats are said no tails to have, 
And legs for arms I bear. 



LXXVIII. 

I lie sometimes in sea or bay, 

Not often distant from the strand ; 

On shore you meet me every day. 
Chiefly the work of human hand. 

On shore I always am a guide, 

To lead and help you on your way ; 

At sea a refuge I provide, 

A welcome, and a place to stay. 
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LXXIX. 

In summits of the land I spread, 
I stretch on bosom of the tide ; 

On me the largest flocks are fed, 
In me the British fleets can ride. 



LXXX. 

My first affords the greatest army room, 
My second has a clear sonorous tongue ; 
My third denotes a Scottish chief, on whom 
Our armies rested once, and senates hung. 



LXXXI. 

By my first you are teased, by my second are bit ; 
The one you scarce hear, and the other can't find : 
The merits of both in my whole are combined. 
Where the mischief, though little, is more than 
the wit. 
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LXXXII. 

I am a healing plant, though low, 
Ungrateful to the taste like gall ; 
When cut in two one h^ will grow 
To forest, and the other crawl. 



LXXXIII. 

I live and labour under ground. 
I lie in ocean stretched and bound. 
I sink in Surrj, and again 
I rise and wander on the plain. 
The fairest skin I often spot, 
Disliked by some, by others not. 



Lyxxiv. 

Your horse may have the colour of my first. 
And always in my next is drest and fed ; 
My third denotes a town of hacknied name, 
Where most depend on straw to make their bread. 
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LXXXV. 

Five letters only make my name, 
I read from right or left the same. 
I daily vary with the mind, 
Learning, or wisdom of mankind. 
In some I serve to kindle strife. 
Others have prized me more than life. 
My use is what the humble know, 
The scholar turns me oft to show. 
But, while through every form I range, 
In one respect I never change ; 
For such my pliancy or merit. 
My love of peace or want of spirit, 
That aD, however they disagree. 
Unite in this, to hold by me. 



LXXXVI. 

To half your wish join half your fear. 
And lo a partner will appear. 
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LXXXVII. 

My first and second mean the same, 
In substance one if not in name, 
As root is to the branch or stem : 
A woody labyrinth they enclose, 
Where once was hid the world^s fair rose, 
When rival to the diadem. 



LXXXVIII. 

I am of metal, pure or mixed, 

I vibrate ever to and fro ; 
I move at ease wherever fixed, 

And may be chained yet fireely go. 

Though balanced in my speech and grave, 
Precise and most monotonous, 

A welcome place I always have 

About your person and your house. 
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One thing in one continual round 
I still repeat both night and day ; 

Yet is it often striking found. 
And full of moment what I say. 

I am consulted oftener far 

Than either lawyer or m. d. 
Then prompt and sure my answers are, 

And given besides without a fee. 

In narrow compass lies my walk, 
I trace the circuit with my hand ; 

Moving I never fail to talk. 
Or to be silent when I stand. 

My progress by a spring is made, 

I ne'er have walked or dived or flown ; 

But when forgotten or mislaid 
I have a way of running down. 
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By me you commune with the sky 

When darkness veils it from your sight ; 

The sun by day I half supply, 

And half the use of moan by night. 

I help you on the trackless main 
Or desert wild to mark your space ; 

And all that I report you gain 
Merely by looking at my face. 

In concert with the stars I tell 
The course of this terrestrial ball ; 

And by my index as a spell 

You measure that which measures all. 

Though sometimes said to fly or creep, 

I neither hasten nor delay ; 
And aU my business is to keep 

What thousands daily throw away. 
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LXXXIX. 

In Britain I am feared with hoof and horn. 
In Ireland I am turned to scoff and scorn. 
From Rome I issued once with sword and flame, 
I issue now a bugbear and a name. 



xc. 

Petit argent a petit bl6 

Soit uni, et me voila ne ; 

Et, tout a Pheure, petit voleur, 

Emportant mainte et bled et coeur. 



xci. 
A band we are of sisters five, 
All bom at once and all alive, 
All musical and soft in speech, 
Soon taught, and early given to teach. 
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Some of our number have been known 
At times to talk or sing alone. 
Which if the youngest tries to do 
All will pronounce it to be you. 
Much more it would not do to tell 
Of what we are and where we dwell ; 
But one is always in your hand ; 
And, when you choose to walk or stand. 
Then all the others will be found 
Between your slipper and the ground. 



XCII. 

Though rather diity, I confess, 

As well as careless of my dress, 

And often found in shabby nooks 

Where scarce a well-dressed person looks. 

Yet by the wisest and the best 

Fm known, and valued, and caressed. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



53 

Of me even kings may be afraid ; 
And statesmen call me to their aid. 

To sciences and arts I give 
More help than slny one alive ; 
And, though from small beginnings grown. 
The world now echoes my renown ; 
For to all climes and every speech 
My power and influence can reach. 
Nay, some have got themselves a name 
Merely by adding to my fame ; 
But always make the most ado 
With what I was long time ago, 
Preferring above all to see 
The slightest thing that dropped from me, 
A scribble, or a clumsy letter. 
When I was young, and knew no better. 

But now I teach the very schools. 
And furnish them with half their tools. 
Though flat upon my back I lie 
At home, and never see the sky, 
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None shew more full and various knowledge, 
Either within, or out of college ; 
None distribute so rich a store, 
And none can multiply it more. 
I can produce an endless treasure. 
Which none pretend to count or measure ; 
And yet they publish, by the way, 
All that is in me, every day. 

In languages, my range is such 
That nothing is for me too much. 
All tongues and dialects you can name, 
Ancient or modem, are the same. 
And though whatever I say I utter 
At once, and with a sort of clutter, 
As quick as lightning, it is yet 
Composed) methodical, and sd, 
I can repeat it, too, with ease. 
As fast and often as you please. 
Without one syllable forgot ; 
And prose or verse it matters not. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



55 

I can deliver twenty comments 
On Euclid, in as many moments : 
Yet I am oftener giving birth 
To merest trifles upon earth. 

I'm dumb ; and yet my voice, I'm told, 
Is strong, and loud, and often bold ; 
And all I speak is just as dear 
To deaf men as to those that hear. 

I feel no more than wood or stone ; 
Yet sometimes I am said to groan ; 
And, when in haste to make me work. 
They give me many a blow and jerk. 
All characters in me you find. 
But seldom fixed of any kind. 
I deal in endless contradictions, 
Prepared alike for truths or fictions. 
I drop successively one text. 
To press, with equal force, the next ; 
And, for a trade, am bought and sold. 
To tell whatever I am told. 
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Some fact I wUl aver this minute, 
A thousand times, as I had seen it ; 
And then deny it in an hour, 
As many times, with all my power : 
And yet it is my usual way 
To wait for proofs of all I say. 

Some leave me firee and yet are found 
In haste to have my offspring bound. 
Some fetter me and yet I find 
My licences by them are signed. 

Though Mlible, I ne^er was known 
To make one blunder of my own ; 
But faults and errors you may see 
Of others daily charged to me. 

Inventions of no use I can 
Make current, and prolong their span ; 
The best are scarcely known, or last. 
Except through me they shall have past. 
What was before not WOTth a penny, 
I stamp, and it may bring a guinea ; 
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But what men prize, and long to see, 
Is just the more cast off by me. 



xciti. 
Although my skin were hard as wood. 
And colour every thing but good. 
Not one who speaks of me would dare 
To give me any name but fair. 
With hands as many as Briareus, 
For ever changing and all various, 
I have no other limb or feature 
Either of brute or human creature ; 
But, though the likeness distant be. 
Have some resemblance to a tree. 
I veer as often as the wind. 
Never two minutes of a mind ; 
One moment courteous, mild, or grave. 
Another I will bite or rave ; 
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Now quite contented, now all vext ; 
Still careless what I shall be next : 
As others will I laugh or groan, 
Nor can my thoughts be called my own. 
My very life consists in change, 
And my great merit is to range ; 
Though ladies often wiU be found 
Taking great pains to have me bound. 
As to my age, I have been told 
I'm five and twenty centuries old ; 
But still it may be said with truth 
I flourish in a constant youth : 
And, if my feilings are not few, 
1 Yet let me own, and take my due, 
That most, whateV their liking be. 
Find something which they like in me. 
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XCIV. 

Of idle parents bom in France, 

I long ago to Britain came ; 
But those who would my price enhance 

Still call me by my foreign name. 

Il)oast no seconds firsts and thirds, 
But leave their mystery and sham, 

And plainly as I can in words, 
At once will tell you what I am. 

I am a pert provoking minx, 

Half impudence and half grimace. 

Who never utters what she thinks, 
And will not look you in the face. 

A mask on every side I wear. 

Or hide my face within my hood ; 

And when I speak, my greatest care 
Is to be quite misunderstood. 
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I am a plaything and a toy. 

Made first to vex and then amuse ; 
And still the more that I annoy 

The greater pastime I produce. 

I am a meteor to mislead, 
A trap that wit may fkll into, 

A riddle which the clearest head 
Will often miss of sec^g through. 



xcv- 
Acknowledged first of womankind, 

I never was of woman bom : 
A follower daily of the sun, 

I never yet have seen the mom. 
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XCVI. 

Wretched by nature, and by name, 
I crawl on earth, and cUng to dust. 

To pity steeled, and dead to shame. 
With none to love, and none to trust. 

Within me undivided, whole, 
Exists the one desire to save. 

But not my body or my soul. 

Either from hell or from the grave. 



XCVII. 

My second is opposed to sense and reason. 
My first opposed no less to peace and quiet ; 
Yet may I charge you, on the pain of treason. 
To own my right, and to obey my fiat. 
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XCVIII. 

A vulgar coin) of vulgar name, 
I**!!! used in traffie every day ; 

But adding half to what I am 
Will half my value take away. 



xcix. 
They took the imrelenting steel, 
And cut me to a slender shred ; 
Then caught me by the quivering heel. 
And straightway to the torture led. . 

They screwed my body slowly round, 
And upward all my form comprest ; 
Then held me by the neck fast bound. 
And sternly pinched my throat and breast. 
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They placed me in a dungeon deep, 
Close wedged amidst a countless throng ; 
And there enthralled at pleasure keep, 
To end me in the flames ere long. 



c. 
From toils of life and from the noon-day heat 
My first and second' yield a calm retreat, 
Inviting each to stillness and to sleep. 
At once the brows to cool, the sense to steep. 
But he who would combine the two in haste. 
Venturing the sweets of both at once to taste. 
May rest so long as never more to rise, 
May sleep till death for ever close his eyes. 



CI. 

For strength and grace alike renowned, 
In every region I am found, 
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A part in. every greater plan 
Of nature's frame or works of man, 
And to a thousand ends applied 
Of use and ornament and pride. 
The planets in my path you see, 
And victors triumph under me ; 
From me the rapid arrow flies ; 
I bend the vault and deck the skies. 
The place of eminence I claim. 
Whether of honour or of shame ; 
And mirth and mischief when allied 
Are with my title dignified. 
If justly placed I bear with ease 
What burden and what load you please ; 
And, which is more, sustain it best 
When oftenest used and heaviest prest. 
Cataracts and passes I divide. 
And cross them with a single stride ; 
And rivers o'er my head may flow, 
Or roll between my feet below. 
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The greatest beauty which I own 
Is firom my simple form alone ; 
Yet half my power to cwxy weight 
Lies in my never being straight. 
Although no lock or wards have I, 
Without a key at once I die ; 
But all the use to which His put 
Is once and only once to shut. 



CII. 

My first a common fowl is reckoned, 
And many common fruits my second. 
But be content and take the fare 
Each in succession as they are ; 
And then my first will dine you thrice, 
While both would not one time suffice ; 
For, if you join them in my third. 
Much fruit you lose and all your bird. 
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cm. 
Although my first was found too frail to stand, 
Although my second puny be and weak, 
Their strength combined is more than stedand rock, 
Too firm to pei^trate, too hard to break. 



CIV. 

From pole to pole I may extend, 
The ball of earth may comprehend : 
Yet half of any thing you see 
Is just the same as half of me. 



cv. 
Your gardener plants me in the ground. 
And bedded there my place I keep ; 
But if you simply turn me round, 
My floating bed is in the deep. 
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CVI. 

I'*m one of two, and one of four ; 
I'^m made to run and nothing more ; 
And yet my legs are put in stocks, 
And fastened through a ring and box, 
And have no feet on which to tread, 
But rise and tumble ©"^er my head. 
A giant follows at my heels, 
Who rattles after me and reels ; 
But though he makes a longer stride. 
Can come no nearer to my side : 
Nor can I, though I seem to try. 
And faster than my follower fly. 
Do more than keep my place and lead. 
But never gain one inch a-head. 
I do not weary if well ttredf 
Though by neglect I may be fired ; 
For heat and dust my temper try. 
And then I have been heard to cry. 
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They give me nutSy but not to eat* 
A washer keeps me tight and neat ; 
If any part complains they oil it. 
And just one pin completes my toilet ; 
Hung in my bed upon a *ree. 
Which yet leans all its weight on me, 
I am prepared with ease to go, 
And move all paces, &st or slow ; 
Nor am, when fifty miles are done, 
Less ready fifty more to run. 



CVII. 

I am the gambler''s ABC, 
Most of whose dealings are with me. 
The ancient staple of our trade 
Is held by me, by me conveyed. 
I am the lawyer'^s envied seat. 
His highest and his last retreat. 
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I am the squire'^s delight and hoast, 
His dream, his topic, and his toast ; 
I scent his game, obey his hollas, 
I am myself the game he follows. 
The traveller both by land and sea, 
Whate'^er his haste, attends to me. 
With me the weary pedlar fares, 
I am his coffer and his wares. 
I am the little gipsy'^s cradle. 
Am thread, and needle, horse, and saddle. 
Councils and juries by my aid 
Sometimes have truth and right betrayed. 
But oft a quick recourse to me 
Will from intruders set you free ; 
And even my name may be enough. 
When heard, to make them scamper off. 
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CVIII. 

My first is always restless seen ; 

My second every man has been. 

My third is time in every stage 

Of childhood, manhood, youth, and age ; 

'Tis summer, winter, autumn, spring, 

Fleeting, and ever on the wing. 



cix. 
I am a bird, and speak and fly ; 
But, if divided limb from limb, 
My first will sparkle in the sky. 
My second in the ocean swim. 



ex. 

My first is ocean, and my second shore. 
And haven is my third. Or, if you will. 
Place my first second, and my second first. 
It matters not, I am a haven still. 
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CXI. 

My first is where you pass the night, 
My second where you pass the flood ; 
You pass my third like other towns, 
Expecting neither bad nor good. 



CXII. 

My second has two legs, my whole no more ; 
And yet my first alone has always four. 



CXIII. 

I^m a block, and a trunk, and a stem of a tree. 
Yet families and nations have grown out of me. 
Many worshipped me once, who now make me 

their sport ; 
But the courtier still honours and takes me to court. 
The merchant with me, as his sine qua non. 
Begins all his tra£Sc and carries it on. 
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I grace the parterre, decked in purple and white, 
Perftiming the air and regaling the sight. 
As a fish I am well enough known hy my name, 
Though jesters and gihers have tarnished my fame. 
Without my assistance say what could be done ? 
Could your cook make a sauce, or your gunsmith 

a gun ? 
My faniily is rich, and in funds we abound ; 
And we readily furnish a lockfast and pound, 
Where safety if not always honour is found. 
We'^re the dread of the vagrant, the gambler'*s 

delight. 
And the theme of the broker from morning to 

night. 
When sought in the city, what bustle and din 
Is often observed when our outs would be in ! 
But if found in the village, there is not a lout 
Whom we ever had in but was fain to be out. 
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CXIV. 

I may be framed of stone, or tree, 

Of iron, or of brass ; 
Of pearl or ivory I may be. 

And have been seen of glass. 

In every shape I may be found. 

All fashion form and air. 
Am squat, or taper, cornered, round, 

Am oval, or am square ; 

Met in all places, used by all 

Of every age and stamp. 
In hut or palace, nursery, hall. 

The cabin and the camp. 

A back I have, but not a breast. 

Have arms without a hand : 
I am for sitting made and rest, 

Yet nothing do but stand. 

H 
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I have no head, no tongue, no brain,^ 

Nor asxy power to know ; 
Yet half the knowledge youth attain 

Is said from me to flow. 

Oft too as umpire I decide 

When parties disagree. 
And disputants on either side 

Must bow to mj deeiee. 



cxv. 
My first and second, read arig^^ 
The being of a God allow : 
But, if too dosely ^tkej uniiie. 
That truth wiH madly dawww. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



76 

CZVI. 

My first is sinipfe &%m tlie cow. 
My second sim^ from die pan ; 

If you will simply join us, now 
You have a simple boy or man. 



CXVII. 

My first consklers^ reasons, knows ; 
My second roots, and spreads, and grows : 
But joined tc^ether hand in hand 
They are a town of Essex knd. 



czyiii. 
My slendor firaa^ is steel or bone. 
One-eyed I am, and small in ske; 
My offoe is to pieree and Ixae. 
But once my fitbric was of stone. 
And then I tapered to the skies, 
A height of fifty feet or more. 
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Sometimes without an eye at all 
Unerring I can tell the way, 

However turned, or tossed, or shook : 
And then all round this earthly iMdl, 
As well by night as by the day, 
I guide you merely by a look. 



CXIX. • 

My latter on my former hangs, 
My first includes my ewteoad in it : 

My third can lighten dull barimgiies^ 
And change an hour into a miBole* 

One half is snappish more than droll, 
The othef rather given to play ; 

You never can obtain my whok 
Except by taking part away. 
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cxx. 
I am of pap^> apoUed o^er, 
Ajod portraits of the court I shew. 
I mark, with hierogljphic lore. 
All points firom which the wind can blow. 

With iron teeth I may be seen, 
Prepared to pull, to scratdi, and tear. 
I am a servile go-between, 
Ready all messi^e^ to bear. 

By me the fualm finds his way, 

And holds his path upon the deep* 

Thoieands by me are led astray. 

And waste their health, and lose their sleep. 

The artistes and Ae housewife^s tool, 
I help them in their trade and thrift. 
By me the idler and the fool 
Of time and money are bereft. 
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CXXI. 

Beneath the ground I strike my root ; 
But, if in two divided fair, 
One half will fasten on your boot, 
The other warble in the air. 



CXXII. 

Of such endurance is my state, 
So ample is my store. 

That cutting off an endless date 
Would leave me only more. 



CXXIII. 

However few my first may be 
My second will be fewer still ; 
Yet are we more than you can count. 
For, if you join us, you shall see 
That all your wit and all your skill 
Can never r^ach the whole amount. 
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CXXIV. 

Of every featiire I consist. 

The rough, the smooth, the worst, the best. 

Through every shape and form I range. 

The ugly, beautiful, and strange. 

Most animals and things you see 

Have one or more than one of me. 

But have the least you can to do 

With man or woman that has two. 



cxxr. 
If made of iron, wood, or brass, 
I stop you where you wish to pass ; 
If I be earth, or stone, or sand. 
My province still is to withstand ; 
But if in gold I should appear, 
I smooth the road and make it clear. 
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I serve the herald to define 
A spurious from a real line ; 
Serve the musician to divide 
His measure, and his time decide. 
The lawyer cannot take a fee 
Till first he has been called to me : 
But others think their case the best 
And safest, when £rom me dismissed. 



cxxvi. 
A tiny architect I axa^ 
Though once illustrious was my name. 
And towers and palaces you see 
And temples vast derigned by me. 
But now, though buih with equal ease 
And perfect skill my fiibrics are, 
A summ»'*s date is aU diey boast, 
Then scattered by the winds and lost. 
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€XXVII. 

My second, wh^n it stands alone, 
Includes the whole of human kind ; 
But add my first, and you will find 
That half of all the race is gone. 



cxxrni. 
I am both one and each of twins by birth; 
And on us two that honour is conferred, 
To be the only pair upon the earth 
Which never can be followed by a third. 



CXXIX. 

Always in middle of the stream. 
Part of the shore and beach am I. 
At both extremes of each extreme, 
Within a mean I always lie. 
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Though found in sefxecy, and sby. 
Still I am ever in the way ; 

You have me always in your eye^ 
You keep me constantly in pay. 

Without me none behold the sky, 
Befin the year^ or dose tb&dagr; ^ 

You cannot without me say n^y^ , 
Nor even answer yea or m^. 

And if these facts you would d«ny> 
Do what you can, shift as you may, 

I still must fymk your reply,, , 
Still I must help you to gainsay^ 
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cxxxu 
If I am one admits a doubt, 
And yet I^ neither more nor less. 
Except another helps you out 
Not aU your wit my name can guess. 



czxni. 
My first in man and brute is found. 
And worn by both on either side 
By day and ni^t the same : 
You dig my second from the ground. 
Or find it fiishioned by the tide, 
Of many a shape and name. 

My first is hard, my second harder. 
And trying either with your tooth 
Were much like eating brass ; 
Yet both, fiimiliar to her larder, 
Are often in the housewife^s mouth. 
Although she be no as8« 
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Without my first no ship will float ; 
No lasting house, or tower, or wall 
Without my second springs. 
But join us, and take off our coat, 
And then we grow, confessed by all 
A morsel fit for kings. 



CXXXITI. 

Few feet in breadth, few more in height, 
I help you to pass to and fi:o. 
And am as common as a stair. 
But if you change my left and right. 
Sixteen and half feet long I grow. 
And quarter of an acre square. 



cxxxiv. 
No first and second need you seek in me, 
And even entire a whole I cannot be. 

Digitized (jy VjOOQ IC 



85 

Gut o£Pmy &ot, and still I shall be found 
A match for all, and stand on equal ground. 
Cut o£P mj head, and still I shall remain 
A match or more than match for any brain. 



cxxxv. 
My second to protect the hand you wear. 
And for a pastime hunt my first to death. 
But use my third with caution, and beware, 
Lest it should freeze your blood, and stop your 
breath. 



cxzxvi. 

From heaven I come, and heavenward is my road. 

Yet there and only there I do not dwell ; 

I visit man, and help to bear his load, 

I visit demons, and augment their hell. 
I 
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I cheer the mowsufVi md I lift the W^ 
The wounded healy aad set the captive free: 
By me what paaioa human thought jou know^ 
What mortal eye cannot behold you see. 

From me descend, on earth, two daughters fair. 
Immortal one, and one with me to die ; 
But helpers of your joy alOce we are. 
Alike direct and raise you to the sky. 



My dwcjUng is on earthy and these 1 01m 
No seat or maoston hut the buHMun l^east : 
To Satan and his crew I am unknown, 
Unknown to spirits glorified and West. 
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My visits ftU delight to e&teirtttut^ 
Early I come, and I taxL late to fly ; 
But only while unsatisied rentaii% 
I live by fdlure, hy attaintttent disi 



osiocvin. 
Highest of gifts and nearest to divine, 
I visit earth, but reign in heaven supreme : 
With God I dwell, in all his works I shine, 
He the full fountain, I the flowing stream. 

Faith shall retire, and hope at length shall cease, 
Learning shall £ul, and pri^heey give way ; 
But of my empire shall be no decrease, 
No end I know, and sul^r nadeeay« 
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ciasxtx. 
The foe of huMifikind I am^ 

I he» mt\An * beavj load ; 
I hide my (aat, eoncea) my name, 

But steal in many shapes alanad^ • 

My enmity I never bate, 

Though seldom in one humour long ; 
My ruling principle is hate, 

My favourite purpose how to wrong. 



CXL. 

Desiring still what others have^ < > 

Regarding nothing diat is mine, "' > 

I have DO business but to crare^ • " 

Nor any pleasure but to pine* • 
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In vain you se^ me far iupmI near, 

And up and down, and round and round ; 

For, though discovered ne^er so olear> 
I still «it any thing but ibuiid. 



Sustaining well the tyrant^s part, 
It is my office to command ; 
A despot^s law is in my heart. 
An iron sceptre in my hand. 

But with a cipher {daced before. 
Behold the virtue of a name. 
So much my love of rule » o^cf, 
That to sidmiit«5 aU my sim# 
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CXLITI. 

Wliat are thoM letters, four in group, 
Used both in coining and in Bonp F 
A tedious eearoh from east and west 
Is not the way to find them best : 
But, take no thought or trouble in it, 
And jou may have them in a minute. 



CXLtV. 

Pronounced as one letter, and wvitt^n with three, 

Two letters there are, andtw^ only, inme. 

I am double, am sin^e, am bla<^, Bln^, and gvay ; 

I read &om both ends, and the same either way. 

I am restless and wandering, am steady and fixed,* 

And you know not one hour what I may be <lie next. 

I melt and I kindle, beseech and defy, 

I am watery, and moist, I am fiery and dry. 

I am seorafUl and scewhi^, compassionate, meek ; 

I am light, I am daric, I tim strong, I am weak. 
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I am sluggish and dead, I am lively and bright, 
I am sharp, I am flat, I am left, I am right. 
I am piercing and clear, I am heavy and dull. 
Expressive and languid, contracted and full. 
I am careless and vacant, I search and I pry, 
And judge, and decide, and examine, and try. 
Fm a globe, and a mirror, a window, a door. 
An index, an organ, and fifty things more. 
I belong to all animals under the sun, 
Andto thosewhich were long understoodto have none. 
By some I am said to exist in the mind. 
And am &und in potatoes, and needles, and wind. 
Tluiee jackets ;I own» of glass, water, and h<nii, 
And I w^ve them all three on the day I was bom. 
I am covered quite snug, have a lid and a fringe ; 
Yet I move every way on invisible hinge. 
A pupil I have, a most whimsical wight. 
Who is little by day, and grows big in the night, 
WluHD I cherish with care as a part of myself; 
For in truth I depend on this delicate elf, 
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Who coUfCts all my food, aud with wonder^l 

knadc 
Throws it into a net which I keep at my back ; 
And, though heels over head it arrives, in a trice 
It is sent up to tabk all prc^r and nioe* 
I am gfokm of sometimes as if I were glass. 
But then it is fSalse, and the trick will not pass. 
A blow makes me rurij though I have not a limb ; 
Though I neither have fins nor a bladder I swim. 
Like many moce cou^s, my partn^ and I 
At times will look cross at each o^hpr ot shy; 
Yet still, though we differ ii^ what w^^l^.^ibopit, . 
One will do all the work when.tbe oth^ i| oiet 
I am least apt to cry, as they alw^s remark. 
When trimmed with good lashes, or kept in the 

dark. 
Should I firet and be heated, they put me to bed^ 
And leave me to ooql upon water and bread. 
But if hardened I grow, they mi^^ use of the knife^ 
Lest an obstinate humour endangoor my life. 
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Or you may, though the treatment appears to be 

rough, 
Bun tL spit through my side, and with safety 

enough. 
Like boys who are fond of their fruit and their playy 
I am seen with my ball and my apple all day. 
My b6lt IS a rainbow, I red and I dance ; - ' 

I ita s£d to retire, but I never adiranee. 
I 4m riid by ]^ysicians as one of their boofefr, 
And am u^ed liy iht ladies to fasrten their hooksr^ ' 
My language is plain, though it cannot be hfetod/ 
And I speak i^ifhout ever pronoundng a word. 
Som^ call me> "k" diamond ; some say I am jet ; 
Others talk of my water, at how I am set. 
Fm a borough in England, in Scotland a stream, ' 
And an isle of his sea in the Irishman'^s dream. 
The earth without me would no loveliness wear. 
And sun, moon, and stars at my wink disappear. 
Yet so frail is my tenure, so brittle my joy, 
That a speck gives me pain, aftd a dr^ can destroy. 
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CXIV. 

Me voiH dikiis tin cas toang^ 
Le mien est un p^nible sort ; 
A tout le monde je donne le ciiangei 
Je Buis toujouis et vif et mott. 



CXLTI. 

M7 second is ft wltdie^Aie fruft^ 
My first has an immdrtdf soul ; ' ' 
I bear the stamp of lawful role 
Impressed and earned in my i^A^V 



CXLVIl. 

Common in er&ry time and j^ace 
As eye or nose upon your fiice. 
To have me id no ground of boaist, 
Yet much of ^ame should I be lost. 
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Distinct without, although within 
More than the Siamese akin, 
I and my other self are meant 
For safeguard, use, and ornament. 
Retiring and concealed from jou^ 
Though prominent to others^ view, 
You see us onlj by a glass. 
Or in your shadow as you past. 
An ill report we often bear. 
But never ia the blame can shafe ; 
And to ou^ dil%eiice you ow« 
Perhaps a half of what you know. 
With little feeling and no sight. 
Not weiffing clothes, or needing light. 
Patient and passive we are found, 
Supplied by air, and &d with sound. 
Open to hear on either mAe^ 
We never answer or deoide» 
But thrpuj^ a labyriatli soft Mid thin 
Convqr it to the judge within. 
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Yet, though inflexible and ccid. 
You would not part with us for gold ; 
And though you Itnd u» eyery day. 
You could not give us quite away. 



CXLVIII. 
THV ALI>SIIHAN''s CHARABE. 

My first from yards and ponds you get. 

My second from the seas ; 
With oyster-sauce the one you eat. 

The other with green peas. 

United they compose my third. 
The little otEgpring of my first. 
Which waddles by its side : 

By some it is to both preferred. 
But which is best and which is worst 
I nev«x could decide* 
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CXLIX. 
THE JOCKEY^S CHARADE. 

My first has four legs, and my second has two ; 
Yet one at a pinch will for both of us da 



CL. 
TH* cockney's charade. 

My first is given to strut and crow, 
He wears my second at his feet : 
But join them in my third, and lo 
A garden-plant, a London street. 



CLI. 
ANOTHER. 



My first is what you buy to feed your hoss ; 
My second he goes up and then goes down ; 
My whole, the pride of wealthy London town. 
Leads both to Leadenhall and Golden cross. 
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CLII. 
ANOTHEB. 

M7 first 70a see fall down or bleini^ 
And chfldren make it into baOs^ 

My second Kke mj fitst is known 
Sometimes to blow, but never faU»« ~ 

Leading to Newgate from dia Meet,' ' 
Where many pass bat im' inKild>6tii7, 

Into a steep and dirty dtreet 
You see them rodtxA averjr iby; 



I move incessant to and &o> v 

Obedient to the moon and a^m ; ^ 

But though I senre b<^ hi^ tttd biw^ 
All wait on me, I wait ^n nana* 
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Who never speak but of mytelf. 
And taree all thos6 who name my n^vie 
Spite of tbmiselTeB to do the same. 
Through all my properties to ru& 
Wonld be to circle round the sun : 
For scarce a bemg can be loet 
Which is not somthow in my debt* 
Stars by my help are said to shine. 
And gems to glitter in the mine. 
Princes and sovereigns cannot be. 
Or have a subject without me. 
On me depend both ab and fire^ 
And light without me would expite : 
Nor can a living thing be said 
To Im or die wkhoid^ my aid. 
And yet, however clear and plain, 
Enclosed in riddles I remain. 
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For I am still to aight and sound 
In all thki^ and in Acting found* 
Try as you please^ lo<4 where you will. 
Ever in sight you see me still. 
Nor can you, howsoe'*er inelined. 
Put me one moment out of mind. 
Whatever you think, whate^^ you wish. 
You meet me always in ywMf diA,^* * . 
Resolved, my life upcmit the die^ ' ' t 
To have a fitiger in the pie, - i> / 



One side of every thii^ you see,^ 
You often think and talk of me ; * 
Yet though I clearly ^shouH prodaim^ \ 
All that I am, and tell my name M 
Without disguise oar round ahout^ ' 
Still you eould never make me cutL 
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CIiVI. 

In me two paits of ktterft Uend, 
They form twt) negatives complete ; 
One pair diverge to either end. 
The other in the centre meet. 

I am the middle of the day, 
I am l^e middle of the night, 
Bemainii^ alWays at a stay. 
And settled always in the height. 



CLVII. 

Six letters constitute my name, 
And full cf eneigy I am : 
Reduce and lop me as you will 
It is not in your power to kill ; 
However weak, however slim, 
I yet have life in every limh. 
For when my letters all combine 
I am a bird of royal line. 
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Take one and only oixe away, 
Two natures then I shall display ; 
Dashed from the billows of the sea, 
And shooting pendant from a tree. 
Another take, and then I rise 
From earth and commune with the skies. 
Stripped of a third, I cheer the sight 
And warm you with my heat and light. 
Prune me once more, and I extend 
To time that never has an end. 
Exhaust your power and strike again 
Till but one letter shall remain, 
Still in that unit I survive, 
I triumph still, and still revive, 
And still a sphere and place I claim 
Distinguished in the roll of fame ; 
For now I bear upon my coast 
Batavia'^s ornament and boast. 
But should you grudge me even a shred, 
Intent to have me wholly dead, 
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One other refuge still I try. 
To reassume mj wings and tLj : 
And now, although my place be known, 
If you should seek me I am flown. 



CLVIII. 

A tender sapling I am found, 
Erect and rooted in the ground. 

With head to every breeze inclined. 
But turn me, and I leave my bed, 
With mantling branches on my head, 

And travel fleeter than the wind. 



CLIX. 

My second is a swelling tide. 
On which my first majestic sails ; 
But if you join them side by side, 
I am a dirty town in Wales, 
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You cannot fail to find my name, 
Wheii you have got this double handle ; 
In Scotia^B nortiiem bound I am, 
And in the middle of a oandle. 



CLXI. 

Feeble I am and fuU of fears, 
Close to the grave, and quite a wreek ! 
But take away a sin^e speck. 
And I remain a hundred years* 



GLKII. 

Still at the top I shall be found. 
On the extreme and upper end. 
Nor leave the summit or the brii^. 
But if reversed and shifted round, 
I always to the bottom tend, 
And down below the level sink. 
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C£xin. 
Two pairs of letters make my name ; 
Rererse me, still I am the sam^ ; 
And, though the thing may seoti absoird, 
I am and I am not a word. 



CLXIV. 

What is that bird of dainty mould, 
By learned epicures extolled, 
"With half of which you make your bread, 
And bear the otheir on your head ? 



CLKV. 

The letters of my name, exactly four, 
Give just as many meanings and no more. 
1 am a priesthood of the chosen blood, 
I am opposed to all that^s fair and good ; 
Nor less all worthless things I comprehend 
Than what the soul shall do time without end. 
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CLXYt. 

A ready help I am^ in daily use. 
By which to a^rettgthdn and uph^ your wall ; 
And ju9i as fit and ready, when yon diddse. 
To beat another^a down, and make it ftU. 



CLxni. 
To thoee a second may bt Aewn 

Who only fiftt are reckoned : 
But what am I no first who owfi, 

Yet always am a second ? 



CLkvm. 
My first is drudge to aU, a htreling alav^^ 
My next a fionous man^l, new^o mor^* 
But join them in my thkd, and lo you hhve 
The very hireling dmdge I wa» b^ftre^ 
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My first ought always to be cool^ 
My second must be always eold : 

My whole, the dxead of knaye and fijol. 
Would strip the cheat and duck the seold. 



CLXX* 

La prima mia, anche seconda, - 
Corm sempre e sempre sta : 

II tutto a 4X)ine il tempo, e Fonda, 
Se non corre non duser^. 



CLZXX. 

My first is nature'^s work and plan, 
Which by my second oft is hid, 
The work and wit of man. 
My whole is nature^s wovk again, 
Wbieh creeps into my first unhid. 
Tormenting it with pain. 
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CLZXII. 

My first and second m one word yoa find, 

A monosyllable of letters four. 
Ten and ten thousand are in it combined. 

Though meaning always two, and merer more. 



CLXZIII. 

I never was or could be one, 
But in extremes am always met 

Ofpenury or plenty. 
I would be nothing, found alone ; 
But after two should I be set, 

I then would jump to twenty. 



CLXXIV. 

You see me worn by shruba and tirew. 
Or fraught with tnsS&c on the seas ; 
You hear me daily fix)m the brutes ; 
And bed in me your choicest firuits. 
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You feel my healing properties ; 
And taste me in ragouts and pies. 
I have been spun into a coat ; 
And once upon my face they wrote. 
I die your garments if you choose, 
And always dress your boots and shoes. 



CLXXV. 

Adorned with all embellishments of art 

To win the senses, but corrupt the heart, 

Behold in me, for I abound in them, 

All which in private life you would condemn. 

See pleasure with her wreath of roses crowned, 

Disloyal passion with her zone half bounds 

The tortured mind left to its hopeless stings, 

<^ All monstrous all unutterable things ;^ 

The German drams, with its deep-wrought plot, 

Pirates, banditti, murders, and what not, 

Without a moral to retrieve the blot ; 

L 
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EnOiusiMlt) mtnin^ Samum, hiavaes^ 
Prosaic poetry, awd kttPHP pMBt- 
Down m a rapid tide of frelii^ bom 
Virtue for sweetest virtue^s sake I soora : 
Mine are Civoean cups, Annida^s bowers^ 
The Siren's song, the serpent Ud in flowecs* 
Heaven I admit, but borrow for its sLiea 
The poet^s only and the paintar^B dyes ; j 

Whence airy dreams, celestial vmom^^w, f 
And tints of paradiflfe aground we glow; . :i 

A second Eden raised on e$xAiij sipl^ .. . < ' 
A bliss self-wroBf^t and pmdbased^wifehwi UiL - 
To comrncm natures oommen rales I Itnref 
Where others smik I wteep,lau{^ idtefedwQrgnetei 
Philosophers I scorn as much as kkngs^ * 
I talk in tempest, and I walk on wings. 
All rights and powets ef royalty I dans. 
My pass is law, my ceuiite«a&ee ia littae« 
I mint new wcords, put mmsmg^ t^ die radc^ 
And stretch poetic figurea till they cta^ ; 
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With GamiSM, DfeUu^ fiseek lad Copto lpre» 

And stars and darts wy fine & 'ifangkd o^or« 

My thoughts all bum, in hypdrbole I sfeA, 

To pause is treason, to reflect is weak : 

My joy isr rctaey, my warmth is flame, 

One trait of sober thouj^t would sink my nam^ 

I only ask my Totaries to ftel, 

Then bold untitedis and luscious drMms I deal, 

And moK ibanafl the luxury of dreams 

Deal out the wA](uig lacBury of extcemes. 

A feast I am, pre[ared by cooks prdBsst, 

A ^|>/ti»iilifra'ofoayemiea&di»8t. 

Imperial pmdi of arrack aad green tea, 

Gimsff$tgtie'Wa& CStron Bobe and ratafia. 

No part I f^ of tutor w <if ftieRd, 

To form the judgment or the heart to mend. 

To rouse dm sated palate m my boaftt, 

Recal some fleettng joy eoe wholly lost. 

To feed die ftaoy,. fMcioate the eye, 

These are my aims ; then tell me what am I P 
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This only plea I have, though not excuse, 
That one shovt }9Q»r «iA9iil«4;Qft in)r mmet: 



CLXXVI. 

My first, my second, and my thii:d 
Are each a vowel sound alone : 
Each letter is an £i^Ush word ; 
My whole in Latin is but ooe. 






CILXXVH. .,,,: aiiii 

Literanmi^non amplius triwn, ,v.^ ^r; d I 
Qualis prmaus, talis sdfsundiip ; . a 

Totus paullulum vakt, uterqu^ mi , { 

■1 I 
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Well hoffmi I am in mad^m Uoty^ 

Remembered as a field of glory 

Where Britons, though they triumphed, bled. 

My name has strange ingredients in it, 

You find one half in half a minute, 

The other in a lion^s bed. 



CLXXIX. 

Affording both a hinndiy dish, 

My first is a domestic bird. 

My second a domestic fish ; 

But a domestic guest my third. 

Him household Neros make their game. 

To practise cruelty upon. 

And whirl his body round a spit. 

The victim of inhuman wit; 

Though powerless is the beast and tame, 

And little harm has ever done. 
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My first within its ample boiiad 

A million and a half may poll, 

My next above a thousand score : 

Yet after all in me are found, 

When both are joined to make my whole. 

That score of thousands and no more. 



CLXXKl* 

I am a jewel rich and rai»i 

And oft employed to deck the fair. 

If you compel me to lay down 

My head, I then shall wear a crown. 

If you prder to lop my fi)ot» . 

I grow a sweet and wholesome fruit. 

But most I profit every one 

When both my head and foot are gone ; 
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Though some, despismg solid gains, 
With mcMre <rf vanity than brains, 
Will hang my whole on what remains. 



CLXXXII. 

Though I often have changed both in fabric and 

mbuld, 
With me the true record of history b^ns ; 
I have passed through aU ages, lead, iron, and gold, 
Been stuck upon paper, and fastened on skins. 

My witness oft stands as a yea or a nay 

To prove or disprove where a verdict is sought ; 

And in England without my appearance, they 

say, 
That a deed although Hgned and deliv^ed is 

nought. 
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My crflee k is to dWid^ wd jmcUiiiii, 
My offiee 110 \ts» to txmceil taki to bind \ 
I serve in die one very muc^ as a nftttie. 
In the other as frequently serve for a blind. 

In my emblems and pictures, both andait and new, 
Many truths and much wisdom may oft be deseried : 
But in me to a letter that maxim is true, ' 

That they profit you nothing except when tqfptied. 

Some borrow my name who are nothing to me. 
For we differ more widely than day does from night; 
These give you their flesh to regale on at sea. 
And their hide and their fat &t your clothing and 
light. 

Such lubbers I leave in their sea-Weed to bask. 
But mine is an office more high and defined t 
For all that I promise, and all that you ask. 
Is to make an impression and leave it behind. . 
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Yet, when called by my duty to work in the heat 
I have never declined coming up to the scraileh ; / 
I then give one blow whicb I never r^peaty 
But retire from the spot and remain on the toaieh. 

Many features of boldness in me you can trace ; 
I mn cool while my weaker antagonist warms ; 
And the more of sharp cuts that I get in my fiu^ 
T am just the m<ure fitted (qr carrying arms* 



CLXXXIII* 

I am a mouthiul to the horse, not meat ; 
For, though he chews me, he can never eat. 
And jockies, who require my help to win, 
Resemble me the most when taken in. 
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ctxxxir. 
What feebte tilings atid ^otk in dati^ 
May represent a mighty powerj 
When herb and weed and grass and flo#er 
Are emblems of the British state f 



I am a little Urd of song: 
My first affords myself a ttedt, 
B^se of barley or of wh^r '- ^ 
My second is three barleys long. 



ctxxxvi. 
E semp¥e il primo mio Fnltimo stimato^, - 
II secondo presente, e'l tutto passato. ^ 
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Sen^^ soggiace 1» rxm jMriisit, 
Supera la seconda sempre : 
II tutto Vuna e Taltra teisape, 
Chiuando Talto, alzando Fima. 



ChXXXVlIl. 

L^ultuno d^altrui ^1 prima mia ; 

SuUa seconda^ tempo &gge ; 

Mai tnUo non verrai pria 

Chel monda eon Topre sue si stru^e* 



CLZXXIZ. 

You never £ul to see my form 
Mi^ed up with temp^ and with atov^i : 
And yet that form you will not find 
In nun or snow^ or hail or wind. 
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You will DOt oitdi me in a wedL ; 
But mmjAj try the letters timiid» 
And in a moment I am finmcL 



cxo. 
You draw my first and second both 
Through linen, leaAer, silk, and doth ; 
Thoo^ one befinre it fiiDo^ ta^flt 
Into the other's eye be dlroft ( 
And then their way is so Defined 
As baffles you at times to find. 
But if to these you add my third, 
Such is the virtue of the word. 
That as a common way you see 
Coaches and wi^ggoni drawn throuj^ joe. 
I h«ve been long and still am greiped 
With fabrics both of strength and taste ; 
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Witli depdt oan •£ viBioiis Md^ 
With '^^t novr of ulid goU ; 
And gunished with aa ancient Hall 
Prepared for atate and festival^ 
Where oft the thimble and the sheers 
Have treated princes as their peers. 



CZCI. 

Au plus hd d^mimaux et k ^us genereux 
Ajoutez un be le plus grand et utile, 
Et Yoil^ «n ordre des nobles et preux 
O^ rien se tnmve ni de Idche ni de vil« 



OXCII. 

You require but a moment to tell who am I ; 
For in heming the question you hear ^ reply. 
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My first ioqhides 4^ hmm xaoe. 
Of oY^rjr age wi Uau^ and plaoe> 
Down to this moment from the &U : 
My seoond was a Bcmian camp» 
And still it wears its anciant atamp^ 
The gate, the peristyle, and wall. 

My whole is but of modem date, 
Where other unions formed of late 
Are dreaded rather than admired. 
Bearing a deep and smotlvered %pfU 
I boast but half the Roman nam?i 
With less than half its virtue fired.. 



Mjjirst and »y 8cq(md w«re sounds of no worth 
TiU by doctors in music made fccond ^fmrth. 
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You might look for ui^ loh'g till found in a song, 
Or attempt to emplby us in iq>eech ; ' ^^ 
For no meaning we have except to a stave, 
And then we do nothing but tfeaeh. ' ' - 
We are two and no more, though seen in awore, 
And each, after all, is but air : 
Yet lo, when combined, you will easily find 
Y<mr meat and your drink in the pair. 



cxcv. 
When you would measure Ikai my htlp yotl take; 
Your poultry chuse me for a place of rest ; 
But if you diahce to catch me in your lake. 
You send me to your cook to have me drest. 



cxcvi. 
If you can halve the wind and tide 
And throw the nearest parts aside, 
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The rest will centre in my whole. 
When distanced.^ the polf :^om^p<4% 
And sundered as the sea from sea^ } 
Farthest removed are likest me. \ 



czcvn. 
In other shires I murmur through the wood. 
Or fly on rapid wing, or sit and coo. 
In Staffordshire I fly and mjiifWim^.tfiQ,, . ;, ,, , > 
But drop my piiriops tji^e,,^q^ ?WHa,ft«^-„i j 



THE CHESS-PLATEB^S ENIGMA. 

When partners match in human life, 

Though chequered with some clouds of strife. 

Much help and comfort I afford. 

But, in a matph-^pon the board, ' 

To partners such a check I give 

That they cftn neither ipoye nprliye. 
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' cicix. 
My first and second measure are. 
The one of length and one of square : 
And many a perch and many a pole 
You see, in passing through my whole. 



cc. 
Chie half of me in solid earth you find, 
The otiher half in ocean's ample bed : 
If in my whole these halves shall be combined. 
The earth remains but all &e sea is fled. 



ccr- 
Although I frame my speech with art, 
And play a deep and double part 
With all the features of a knave. 
This one compensing trait I have. 
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That I can look you in the £Eice, 
My tricks and windings while yon trace ; 
Nay, still when most I am suspected, 
Return and strive to be detected, 
Give all my help to dear your doubt, 
And tease you till you find me out. 



ecu. 
A husky ball I am, or slender cone. 
A solid shaft, I raise my head on high. 
I drop to earth,'^ or by the wind am Uo#n. 
I stand unshaken, and the storm defy. 



odn. 

Alas how many things there are 
Beyond all price and all oompave, 
Whose worth is slighted or imknown 
Till found through me and me akne I 
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Fitted for rule and for command, 
With power to c^en and to dose. 

Your progress, with my help at hand, 
Few holts or harriers can oppose. 

I most prevail when polished most. 

First I insinuate, then I sway ; 
And still the more that I am crossed 

More certainly I find my way. 

In miim I am one of two, 

And never nmre, it is averred, 
Though which is which you cannot know 

Without appealing to the third. 

With other six I join and blend, 
Whose coiitse, if not by me begtm, 

With me at least; snust always end. 
Whatever changes it has run. 
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Yet, though thf lead I'm used to take. 

No less obtdiiiiit I tan be, 
And then a ddllfal hftiMl may wake 

Sweet soimds by merely tonehi^ rm. 

My daily service too you b^, 
And use me as a ooimnon hack 

To finish bridges, screw a ]^, 
To set your dock, and wind yMr Jack 

Or, if required for nicer things, 
I give a hundred cmming aidi, 

I tune pianos, pitch the strings, 
And solve enigmas and dharacbit 

Sometimes a badge of ]^aoe and power 
I yield such henonr as I can ; 

And still my House, down to this hour. 
Has Mped in framing laws^inai*. 
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Once too, so well I placed mj. oaida 
That I attained the.«m« diair^ 

And, answcraig all tW J^odon warif^ 
Witk oofi cw»m% was chosen Mayor* 



C€V. 

My first i» ^sed ii* abdfl or rind, .. r 
Within my s^eopd yowwiU find 

4c, eh^lm 4n4yA saj^ n^lreat. . . i 
You see my whole embowered in wood, 
Secure above^tli^: foaming. flo^d) * 

A lofty agoA romiUAtic seait* < 

With naluK«^fi dioaeest beauties {;mcad, ' 
And finished by the hand of taste, 

I am admu)^ and, aougbt fay aU> 
How few like me catx boaftt a pnaise 
Extorted i»06t.fr«m those wbo gfice ^ 

With gittiitestt^p^easttre oa my 6I1J ^ 
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My first, mintoeyaai m wt^temmmi^ < - 
Flows to the east, and ends on Adm% glto^ 
The westen DhoAt held mj seeond k^,' ^ 
A famous isle, though island now no m^ec '^ 

But when they jointd, ft n uaa ce and ftme 4f^ti lost, 
And east, and West, and tottlh, gmr neyt!k4]& me ; 
Whose classic name Mnuiirbi^ miyhmBtf^ 
A barren iMfbdami in die tbmt&h >#€«^ - ^^ 



My first and second you might find. 
If you could dip Ae tiAtt atid t^lodf ^ 
He diat has i^pn ttid-i^k to Me 
WiU^ tJmefMjfnm^ mew with wer. 
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The common ex^ihy common gmw, 
Of ftU that moftol ift beJQw, 
Though leas of land than sea I have, 
My title to the fiist I owe. 

U|ph^ i^ atr bf aeoret tie» 
4d)0W9 b«iaath» b«&m> belmid^ 
N«»e.$ee vh«ee mj femt^itiima lie^ 
My waUs aAii pSkrs mme can fiad. 

A plain I seem, and yet am round ; 
I fly, yet seem to be at rest ; 
My paths are all in circles found. 
And all my journeys from the west. 

In dime with other sis Fm kd. 
Each wora^, and eaidi wooed by all; 
AndstiU ihe ounnieg tta^e we tfaiead 
Of an eternal silent ball. 
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We cross, and set^ exelmn^ig ^aoe, 
Adyanoe, reeede, tetrsm, and meet ; 
Pursuing in harmonimis ehase 
The measure endless and oompleie. 

Mjr amaranthine fruits and flowers 
I lost by treason not my own ; 
And soon my gardens and mj Iwwmb 
With weeds and briars were wtsgtmftk. 

Hence do I languish and campLm, 
And though not moHal shdl tacpx^ : 
But only to revive again, 
Renewed and purified by firev 

Obeisant to the sun I am, 
Depending on his frowns and 
Though to his house I n&wet came 
Nearer than ninety miUkm Hukt. 
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A wAitii^[>4naid I have in pay, 
Wha hoLii my eandle oft at night ; 
But sometimes, in her youthful wcgf^ 
She OMnes between me and the light. 

I am of habits quiet and still ; 
But when I yawn, or give a sneese, 
. Thm JEmiwm with alann I fill, 
AMd^mraUew tunets, towns, and trees. 

Yet ^ftria.e^y Fm placed, 
T« ftMPcise the pedant's wit ; 
Who plants bis hoops about my waist, 
And throng my body runs his spit ; 

Then sends me twirling in the air, 
Or wgrn^ me (mmy centre round. 
While he sits eaay in hi& chair 
Trying how oAisn he may gtvuMd. 
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max* 
By wise men ia di0 dajs of yffe 
I was aoeewiled one odour: 
But what oiff wasaka is, of hte 
Learning has broo^t into debale. 
The cimiit of thtt ^obe I raiin4f : \ 
DigdoHmig kftjesi wall And jnom)4* r A 
Scarce felt or fai0W% I alwajcs move a 
Wilhm jMi, round you, ai^ ^IfOTo^ ; 
Floating the earth and heanron betmo^n^ 
Am often heard but ne^er seal ;■', ,\ 
Yet though de^d of ahq^ or sj^/- , 
Grow thiniu^ always as I risop. . t 

By drawing me you live and hi:9a^ct;r 
If I withdraw y<m sink in death* 
I help to feed the plant and tceei 
I serve the birds for sail and sea. 
Without my passport to its flight 
Your eye could not discern the light, 
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Nor to your ear would ever reach 
The voice of musi^ or of speech. 
I am a gesture, a griinaee, 
A blemish oftener than a gtae^ ' l 
Except upon a fevomite^s ftiee. .d 
But many are the parts I play, * I 
And ok the grave and oft die gay, < 
Am ^ure, am feul, am heavy, Vtf^ i 
Anf ^ibSst in the day than night, ^ 
Upoai tak moiintani koen and sharp, 
-Bnt s€tft and sweet upon tl»& h^. 
The prince of demons by decree 
Is for a season ]^rinoe of mne i 
But thenee, too^ he idtaU fidl in time, ' 
As onee he ft31 fi-om U^er cHme : 
Meanwhile his \ie^ of every hne 
By takif^ me at« passed for true. 
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CCPC *> ;<«: • ' •" 

Not earth, ifaough part ofesu^I ani, > ^ 
Not cloud, though: from the eloucb I coiBe i 
The sea, the riv^, lake, and iqprii^, * 

These are my dwelling and my home. 

. .. ■ ■: \ 
I cannot on my sur&ee bear - . • -.J 
The smoothest peUde^ fiom tbedtoite;^^ • > f^ 
Yet do I carry every day /.n ff oH // 

With ease ten thousand tons and more. 

Pervading and sustainiiigoaUf . ^-^fii o>1 
I feed the earth/thie plants .thBistatieiti t > i^ 
Unseen I hover in thedir, . n i "ofvn/'A 
I enter in your blood and bone* 

Of all your £9od I am a^pairt, ; ^^ J t -v ii i/ 
And chiefest of your diauk.a«d^ae5t;.ir. nin » 
To palate and theston^ach sweet, .> n«u » 
Though fatal in the head or chest. 
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Some I preserve and'^some destroy^ 
Some I dinsdve mud Bome eement ; 
I serve yon in a liiottsasd ways^ 
To bake, to farew, distil, ferment. 

The smi can raise me firom my bed, 
But night will bring me back again ; 
My chief desire is to the moon, 
Who is my mistress m the main. 



His house on my foundation laid 
No mortal man would widi to see ; 
Yet are there builders who build towns 
Extending many miles in me. 

Countries and nations I divide. 
And yet I help to bring them near; 
I am an ocean and a flood, 
I am a dew-di«^ and a tear* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



138 

I run by indincUion down. 
Though, if eonfined and managed wdl, 
You may command me to go up 
As high, or higher, than I fdl. 

But cold and heat have greatest power 
To change my nature and my name> 
To make me rigid as a rock. 
Or light and buoyant as a flame. 

Well braced by cold I could endure 
The weight of armies and their train, 
And hills which of myself I reared 
I often on my breast sustain. 

Try me with heat, and I will swell 
To eighteen hundred times my size. 
Force every barrier in my way. 
And mount and vanish in the skiea. 
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CCKI. 

Though found abroad in etery place, 
None yet pretend my birth to trace 
Or make my house and lineage known ; 
Of flinty rock the sudden brood. 
Called by the winds from rotten wood, 
And by the clouds in anger thrown. 

Endowed I am with mighty power 
To level, waste, consume, devour ; 
And even my name has spirit in it : 
If covered up, my work is slow. 
But where the favouring breezes blow 
I do my business in a minute. 

None can resist my action long, 
I kill the weak, break down the strong, 
Tightest untie, and toughest tear ; 
The palest at my touch will glow, 
I make the mdid niountains flow, 
And scatter liquids in the air. 
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On me you every day depend, 
I help you Kke a wiUiiig firieudy 
Of all that «Brv« you much the best 
To work your iron, draw your Iwass, 
To hoop your wheek, to make your gbs9> 
And both to cook and to digest. 

Without me the revolving year 

One night would prove (^winter drear, 

Nor life nor vegetation be. 

More warmth than warmest plume or fur 

I give, and yet you would demur. 

Though shivering, to be wrapped in me. 

By earth and water now controlled, 
A contest with the moist and cold 
For doubtful empire I maintain. 
Yet if I left them in a huflE, 
My very foes would soon enough 
ICntreat to have me back again* 
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Long worshipped by the world of old 
In Persia's sun, in Scythia'*s cdU, 
By lettered Greece and warlike Rome; 
To me the ctmstant flame they fed. 
And oft consigned to me their dead 
As to a pure and sacred tomb. 

But greater honours have been mine, 
Though not the incense of a shrine, 
Or victim slain, or temple reared ; 
When, to hk ehoseii people sent, 
A symbol where Jehovah went 
Or type of i^^igeawce I appeared. 

Hereafter too, ordained by heaven, 
To me the conquest shall be given 
And sceptre of this earrfily ball ; 
Promoted to the highest clime 
I shall, for my appointed time. 
Subdue and triumph over kll. ' 
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Of all enignias and charades 
In all their ihapes and aU their shades^ 
Whatever the first or seooud be, 
The last is alwsjm fijund in me. 
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ENIGMAS AND CHARADES. 



1. Echo. 

2. Letter E. 

3. Aninfiuit. 

4. Die. 

5. Mistrust. 

6. Bugbear. 

7. Day. 
a Steam. 
9. Rats. 

10. Oreiplus. 

11. Halfpenny. 

12. Tar. 
la Part 
14. Bed. 



15. Letter U.* 

16. North Pole. 

17. Vague. 

18. Hague. 

19. You. 

20. Tartan. 

21. Blockhead. 

22. Left. 

23. Rainbow. 

24. Eyermore. 

25. Matchless. 

26. Smoke. 

27. Madam. 

28. Endless. 



« Change a bishop to a bojf. Archbishop Laud. 
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29. Magnet 

30. Nothing. 

31. Murmur. 

32. Tartar. 

33. Ring.»> 

34. Nail. 

35. Primrose. 

36. Taigum.« 

37. Curtain. 

38. Thousand. 

39. Codling. 

40. Puppet. 

41. Last. 

42. Catgut. 

43. Door. 

44. Ayarioe* 
46. Peppercorn. 

46. Within. 

47. Endless. 

48. Pit 

49. Turtle. 

50. Post^e. 



51. Chairman. 

52. Sheet 

53. Snowdrop. 

54. Nonnulla. 

55. Charcoal. 

56. Kitcat. 
57* Lapwing. 

58. Eye. 

59. Edenrirer.^ 

60. Mirror-glass. 

61. Rats. 

62. RaU. 

63. Both. 

64. Anna.® 

65. Smoke-jack. 

66. Glutton. 

67. Ann6e. 

68. Windlass. * 

69. Arklow. 

70. Carlow.' 

71. Ewe. 

72. Drah. 



1> Nowhere btU in Dublin have an end. The road near that 
city, called the Ring's end. 

c Chaldaic paraphrase on the Pentateuch. 

d Whose walla have streamed with loyal blood. Executions 
at Carlisle in 1745-6. 

e Once was greater than a queen. The prophetess Anna. 

^ Vaunting Jesuits, The .Jeeuit college adjoining that town. 
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73. Canterbury. 

74. Flow. 

75. Denmark. 

76. Stockholm. 

77. Isleof Man.« 

78. Road. 

79. Downs. 

80. Campbell. 

81. Humbug. 

82. Wormwood. 

83. Mole.h 

84. Dunstable. 

85. Tenet. 

86. Wife. 

87. Woodstock.* 

88. Chronometer. 

89. BuU. 

90. Souris. 

91. The fire yowels. 

92. A printing-press. 

93. An alburn.*^ 



94. Charade. 

95. Eve. 

96. Miser. 

97. Warrant 

98. Penny. 

99. A twisted paper 

match. 

100. Nightshade. 

101. Arch. 

102. Gooseberry. 

103. Adamant. 

104. Whole. 

105. Leek. 

106. The forewheel of 1 

carriage. 

107. Pack. 

108. Season. 

109. Starling. 

110. Seaport. Portsea. 

111. Bedford. 

112. Horseman. 



g Finish in a oaJ^f, The Calf, southern extremity of the 
island. My cats are said no tails to have. A breed peculiar 
to the island. 

l> / sink in Surry. Dip of the river Mole, in that county. 

i The fiforkTs fair rose. Rosamond's bower in Woodstock 
park. 

^ Five and twenty centuries oid. The aUmm of the Roman 
Praetor. 

O 
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113. Stock. 

114. Chair. 

115. Atheist 

116. Milksop. 
117* Braintiee. 

118. Needle.1 

119. Curtail. 

120. Card. 

121. Larkspur. 

122. Evermore. 

123. Numberless. 

124. Face. 

125. Bar. 

126. Wren. 

127. Woman. 

128. Half. 

129. Letter E. 

130. Letter Y. 

131. Another. 

132. Ribstone. 

133. Door. 

134. Part. 

135. Foxglove. 

136. Faith. 



137. Hope. 

138. Charity. 

139. MaUce. 

140. Envy, 

141. Lost. 

142. Bey. 

143. Mint 

144. Eye."* 

145. Feu. 

146. Mandate. 

147. Ear. 

148. Duckling. 

149. Horseman. 

150. Cockspur. 

151. ComhilL 

152. Snowhill. 

153. Tide. 

154. Letter I. 

155. Inside. 

156. Noon. 
157. 

158. Reed. 

159. Swansea. 

160. Wick. 



1 Once I was of stone. Cleopatra's obelisk at Alexandria. 
n» An isle of his sea. Rock behind the hill of Howth, called 
Ireland's eye. A drop can destroy. Gutta serena. 
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61. Dotage. 

62. Tip. 

63. Deed. 

64. Wheatear. 

65. LfeTi. 

66. Mortar. 

67. A second of time. 

68. Hackney. 

69. Justice. 

70. Poeta. 

71. Earwig. 

72. Both. 

73. Cipher, 0. 

74. Bark. 

75. Fashionable Annual. 

76. Aio. 

77. Furfur. 

78. Minden. 

79. Cockroach. 

80. London Deny. 

81. Pearl. 

82. Seal. 

83. Bit. 



184 Rose, thistle, leek^ 
shamrock. 

185. Chaffinch. 

186. Finora. 

187. Soprasotto. 

188. Finale. 

189. Letter T. 

190. Threadneedle street.** 

191. Cheralerie. 

192. Eye. 

193. Manchester. 

194. Fare. 

195. Perch. 

196. Wide. 

197. Dove. 

198. Mate. 

199. Longacre. 

200. Mainland. 

201. A riddle. 

202. Mast. 

203. Loss. 

204. Key.«> 

205. Corehouse.P 



n Among the buildings in this street are the South Sea 
House, Bank of England, and Merchant Tailors Hall. 

o My house. House of Keys in the Isle of Man. Chosen 
Mayor, Alderman Key, late Mayor of London. 

p Residence of the Hon. Lord Corehouse, adjoining one of 
the Falls of Clyde. 
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206. Pomona.^ 210. Water.' 

207. Mind. 211. Fire. 

208. EarUi. 212. End. 

209. Air. 



4 Or the Orkney mainland. Island now no more. Since 
the erection of the Menai bridge. 

' Builders who build towns. The coral insect. Hills whic?k 
of myself I reared. Icebergs. 



ERRATA. 

Page 59, line 5, for no, read my. 

73, — 3, /or of pearl, read beryl. 

91, — 6 from bottom, for have, read witlu 
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